
 
 
 

2020 Devotional Series 
January 11 – February 22, 2020 

 
2020 DEVOTIONAL THEME 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
 

THEME SCRIPTURE 
John 13:34-35 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
Note:  These devotionals are a guide for each week. They do not have to be read verbatim. 
Please embellish with your own Christian insight and experiences. Make it your own! 
 

 
  



 
 
WEEK 1: R-Respect God First 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 5:7 - You shall have no other gods before me. 
 
What Respect Is: 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T: a feeling of deep admiration (liking) for someone or something by their 

character (how they act). Due regard (respect) for the feelings, wishes, rights, or things 
others do. 

 
The Bible has 66 books that speak of God’s greatness. In Genesis, he created the heavens and 
the earth, including every kind of living creature, including you and me. God created each man 
and woman individually – we all look different, act differently, have different talents, and we 
feel things differently too. There are approximately 8.7 different species of animals, insects, 
reptiles and marine life. There are approximately 394,000 different species of plant life. God did 
this ALL BY HIMSELF. Nothing would be here without God. 
 
Sometimes, we forget how amazing God is. We get caught up in school, playing video games, 
texting, everyday life.  Sometimes we make the things that God created more important than 
the creator.  Today’s scripture warns against making other things more important that God.  All 
of us need to remember, that without God, life as we know it would not be here, so, let’s make 
sure we put God first every day and show him the respect he deserves! 
 
Pray and give thanks to God for his amazing creation and your individuality. 
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Week 2:  E- Everyone Following the Rules Shows Respect  
Scripture: Romans 13:1 - Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God.  

http://www.tallowood.org/


 
In this week’s scripture, we read about how we should follow the rules that others have put 
into place, because God has appointed certain people to make rules for others.  Rules can be 
those that our parents have for the house (cleaning your room). Rules can be those that our 
schools have made (no running in the hallway).  There are also rules (laws) that the cities, state 
and countries that we live in have (no stealing, car insurance, etc.) There are even rules in 
basketball that must be followed (no traveling). 
 
There are a lot of rules that we all have to follow every day. Sometimes there seems to be too 
many and they might seem unfair.  Rules are not made up by God and those people he has put 
“in charge” to hurt us, but to help us.  Rules protect us from being harmed; make us wait until 
we are more mature before we are able to do certain things (driving); and creates fairness for 
everyone.  
 
The first laws ever created were the 10 Commandments. Can anyone say the 10 
Commandments in order? In fact, most of the rules and laws we have today are based on the 
10 commandments. 
 
So, the next time you think something seems unfair, or you don’t understand why you have to 
follow the rules, remember to respect the rules and the rule makers, because they are actually 
helping you! 
 
Pray that God will help you to follow rules and respect those who make the rules. 
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WEEK 3: S – Say No to Selfishness = Respect 
Scripture: Philippians 2:3 - Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 

value others above yourselves. 
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Do you like it when someone is selfish? Do you know what being selfish is?  Think of some ways 
you or someone else has shown selfishness.  How does it make you feel? 
 
We have already talked about how important it is to respect God and to respect rules and rule 
makers.  It is also important to respect or “value others above yourself.” But what exactly does 
that mean? 
 
We should always consider how others might feel or re-act to what we think, say or do.  We 
should always make sure that we are not purposefully trying to hurt another person, or try to 
do something that would make others look bad, or worse, is untruthful. Remember, how does 
it make you feel with this happens?   
 
Selfishness can be not sharing, or telling a lie about someone so you get all the credit.  
Selfishness is making yourself look better than others for your own sake. 
 
Jesus is the perfect example of saying no to selfishness. Jesus died on a cross for our sins. 
Doesn’t that make you feel special that he loved you so much that he would do that for you? 
 
Pray today that God will help you to put others first and not be selfish, even when it’s hard to 
do. 
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WEEK 4: P - Please and Thank You Show Great Respect 
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 - Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge 
those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold 
them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 
 
How many of you have been told by your parents to always say “please” when asking for 
something and “thank you” when receiving it?  When someone thanks you, how does it make 
you feel?  Does that feeling make you want to do it again? 
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Asking others “please” expresses kindness in a request. It also shows you respect the other 
person’s time and value their assistance. Who doesn’t like to feel valued? 
 
Saying thank you, expresses gratitude to others for doing something for you, whether giving 
you a birthday present or helping you with homework. 
 
When others work hard, care for you (this includes mom and dad) and help you out, they 
deserve your highest regard.  Ask please, because their time is a valuable as yours, and follow 
up with a thank you.  These three small words truly do create peace among us all. 
 
Think now as you pray, what you can thank God for! 
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WEEK 5: E – Everyone Should Try to Show Brotherly Love 
Scripture: Romans 10:12 - Be devoted to one another in (brotherly) love. Honor (respect) one 
another above yourselves. 
 
Jesus spoke about the love of God and how we should love one another if we love God. 
Sometimes that is easier said than done. Others can behave or act in very unloving ways that 
can hurt us emotionally or physically.  However, God asks us to love them anyway! Think about 
the Good Samaritan.  He did not know the man who had been attacked and left for dead along 
the road. But, he took care of him, took him to an inn and even paid for the man’s stay at the 
inn until he was better! 
 
Brotherly love means to honor, or respect, others more than yourself or how you would like to 
be treated.  Forgiveness, gratitude, encouragement, or giving help are just a few ways you can 
express brotherly love.   
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Remember to treat others how you would like to be treated, A little love goes a long way, and is 
pleasing to God.  Sounds like a “golden rule”. 
 
Today, let’s pray for someone we can be express brotherly love to. 
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Week 6: C- Children, Honor Your Parents 
Scripture: Ephesians 6:1-3 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor 
your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise — “so that it may go 
well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 
 
Obeying your parents is very important, but sometimes, really hard to do.  What are some 
things your parents ask you to do that you don’t like to do? Much like our devotional a few 
weeks ago about respecting rules and rule makers, parents fall into this category as well. 
 
Parents give children rules to keep them safe, teach them responsibility, so they can become 
honorable young adults as they grow up. Parents aren’t “being mean” or trying to ruin your fun. 
They were children once before, so they know all about being a kid and had to honor their 
parents. 
 
Honoring parents is a lot like our relationship with God.  We honor and respect God above 
everything else (devotional week 1). Our parents are there to teach us even more about respect 
to those who are in authority and deserve our admiration. 
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By honoring our parents as we grow up, we will naturally be respectful to others, in school, at 
work, and in public places which will make life on earth a little more enjoyable for you and 
those around you! 
 
Let’s pray that we can find ways to honor our parents more. 
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WEEK 7: T -  Treat Others With Kindness and Be Honest Every Day 
Scripture: Proverbs 21:21 - Be kind and honest and you will live a long life; others will respect 
you and treat you fairly. 
 
For the past 6 weeks we have talked about RESPECT – what it means, how to give respect and 
who should receive respect.  Can anyone say one thing they have learned about RESPECT? 
 
This final week we will discuss two more ways to give respect – Kindness and Honesty. 
 
Kindness is the act of giving or doing something because it’s the nice and right thing to do.  It’s 
easy to be kind with others are kind to you, but we are also to express kindness even when 
others are not. Kindness does not keep account of what others do, only what we do. 
 
Honest is always being truthful in every situation.  Sometimes it’s hard to be honest, maybe 
being honest will embarrass you or get you into trouble.  It’s MUCH easier to tell the truth, be 
honest, than lie and others find out you lied. This not only is respectful to others, but will cause 
others to respect you. 
 
Jesus always expressed kindness to others and was honest, even when it may have hurt other’s 
feelings.  His disciples trusted him and respected him because he gave them respect. 
 
Pray that God will help you to put kindness and honesty into practice every day. 
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